Timeline: Basics of religious knowledge

Assessment and Evaluation: A quiz on each day ensures mastery of a concept.  It is your decision as an instructor to use this method or any other to accurately assess the level and amount of knowledge imparted to the student.

Level 2

	Day 1: Feb 3
	Day 2: Mar 3
	Day 3: Apr 7
	Day 4: May 5
	Day 5: Jun 2

	Pre-test (oral or written)

Review concepts from Level 1.

Introduction: What is Islam?  Use a concept map

List the six articles of faith. Discuss each briefly.

 Belief in Allah. Brainstorm ideas.Emphasize the fact that everything in this universe relies on Allah. (The Yarn Activity)

Belief in Angels.  Why and role?

Clarify misconceptions of angels (white, wings and a halo)

Students may have issues with the fact that Allah and the angels cannot be seen yet they exist.
	Quiz

Belief in Prophets.  Examples of Prophets. Who? Role? Why are they special?

Belief in Holy Books.  List some Holy Books and the name of the Prophet that received the revelation.

Emphasize: Allah through his angels communicates to his messengers.  This is how the Holy Quran was revealed.  This ties the first 4 articles of faith together.

Belief in the Day of Judgement.What is heaven and hell?

Misconceptions about satan. (Not red guy with horns)
	Go through the 6 articles of faith.  Distinguish between the 5 pillars of Islam and the 6 articles of faith.

Use this to introduce the first pillar of Islam: Kalima Tayyaba ( Arabic and English)

Prayer (Namaz)

(Briefly discuss the number and timings)

Introduce Fasting. Briefly, discuss the significance. Class-generated discussion.

Identify the Muslim festival that follows the month of fasting.  Eid-ul Fitr (mention that gift giving is encouraged).


	Where the Kaaba is located? What colour is it? Who made it?  Use pictures.

Briefly, discuss the origins of Hajj.  Why must all Muslims try to perform the pilgrimage?

Relate the second Muslim festival: Eid-ul-Adha to the pilgrimage.

Review pillars of Islam and make connections to monetary contributions.  

This should lead to Zakat.  Discuss why? Whom? When? How much?
	Mid term test (should include all work covered up to and including day 4.

Generate a list of 5 or more other Prophets that the students know.  If needed add to this list.  Specify the Law bearing Prophets.  Distinguish between Law bearing Prophets and other Prophets.

Reading on the Life of the Holy Prophet (saw)

Homework:  Read the Life of the Holy Prophet (saw): childhood to before Prophet hood.

	Day 6: Sep 8
	Day 7: Oct 6
	Day 8: Nov 3
	Day 9: Dec 1
	Day 10

	Return exams.  Take up answers.  Clarify any misconceptions.

Teacher generated progress reports for each student.

Brief note on the Life of the Holy Prophet (saw).  Discuss important dates, events.  (use Ahadith as a source of reference for some events)

Reading on the life of the Promised Messiah (as).
	Quiz – on reading from day 6.

Brief note on the life of  Promised Messiah (as). -important dates and events.

Distinguish between the ending salutations of the Holy Prophet (saw) and the Promised Messiah (as).

Introduction to the Khilafat system.  Names of all four Caliphs.  Discuss the ending salutation after the Caliphs names.


	Quiz on the reading from day 7.

Review the Pillar of Islam dealing with Prayer.  Use this to start the specifics of Salat.

Discuss timings of Salat.

The importance of physical and mental purity.  Teach Wuzu and Tayamum details.

The call for prayer: Azan.  Specify the distinction between morning Azan and other prayers.
	Review all concepts.

Go through the entire Namaz complete with translation.  Teachers must explain the reasons why we stand, prostrate etc.

Go through Namaz translation in detail.

Dua-e-Qanoot.

Practice sheets that consolidate all concepts.


	Final Examination

Students should receive final reports on the next monthly meeting.




Level 1: Age group 7-8 years

	Day 1: Feb 3
	Day 2: Mar 3
	Day 3: Apr 7
	Day 4: May 5
	Day 5: Jun 2

	Pre-test

What is Islam? Any introductory activity.

Belief in Allah. Brainstorm ideas. Emphasize: everything in this universe relies on Allah. (The Yarn Activity)

List the things that we can do everyday to gain the mercy and pleasure of Allah. (Concept map)

List the 5 pillars of Islam.  Briefly discuss each one.

Introduce praying as one of the ways.  Praise Allah and his prophet (saw). Use this as a lead into introducing Kalima Tayyaba (Arabic & translation).
	Review activity from Day 1.

Introduce the second pillar of Islam-Prayer.

Use this to discuss when prayers are held and when they are prohibited.

The types of prayers: obligatory versus optional. 

Homework: Review entire Salat with translation.
	Quiz

Start with the basic Namaz.   Allow the students to figure out the meaning of the words in Arabic.  Mentally, human beings tend to learn better if they can connect a concept to past experiences.  Therefore, even if the connection produces a wrong answer, the right answer later will establish this connection.  Therefore, the students will have the basic understanding and will have a lesser need of memorizing information.


	Quiz

Review Salat and other concepts.  Get into the specifics of Friday prayer.  What is the significance of Friday?  Discuss the special time on a Friday when any prayer is accepted.


	Mid-term exam

Where do we pray? Discuss proper mosque etiquettes. Introduce the specifics on the etiquettes of Mosque (behavioural expectation, cleanliness, silence, dress code etc)

Students should physically demonstrate each etiquette.

Building connections: students should be able to list the names of places of worship for Muslims, Christians, Hindus, and Sikh etc.

	Day 6: Sep 8
	Day 7: Oct 6
	Day 8: Nov 3
	Day 9: Dec 1
	Day 10

	Progress report

Review Pillars of Islam.  Discuss the third Pillar very briefly and use this to lead into Eid-ul-Fitr.

Use this to discuss the second Eid-ul-Aida

Reading from Book one


	Introduce the fifth and last pillar of Islam: Zakat.

Introduce the concept of monetary contributions. Specifics on: zakat, sadqa etc)

Discuss the importance of making monetary contributions.

Discuss current events (for example hunger in Afghanistan and other third world countries and our role as Muslims) 

Introduce the two major festivals in Islam.  Gifts to increase ‘brotherhood/sisterhood’ in our community.


	Quiz

The Religion of Islam.

Briefly describe the events before the dawn of Islam.

Then get into the who? When? Etc.

By the end: students should know where Islam started.  The name of the Holy Prophet (saw).  The name of the Angel the communicated to him.
	Quiz

CATCH UP DAY
	1. Review all concepts.

2. Final Exam (written and/or oral) on all topics discussed during the term.


Level 3

	Day 1: Feb 3
	Day 2: Mar 3
	Day 3: Apr 7
	Day 4: May 5
	Day 5: Jun 2

	Pre-test

Review concepts from Levels 1 &2

In depth knowledge on fasting, zakat, Hajj and Allah. (Reviewing Pillars of Islam)

Homework: Review Salat with translation. Timings etc.
	Quickly review timings of salat and times when prohibited.  Teachers should explain why these are prohibited.

Quickly review the significance of a mosque.

Iqamat and congregational prayers: when and the occasion.

Homework:  learn the funeral prayer(memorize)
	Quiz on prayer.

Go through translation of the funeral prayer.

Genealogy of Prophets and how our Holy Prophet (saw) is connected.

Introduction to the Life of the Holy Prophet (saw).

Homework: reading on the Life of the Holy Prophet (saw)
	Quiz on reading

Life of the Holy Prophet (saw).  Discuss important dates, events, attributes etc.

The History of Islam.  Use this as a lead into the Life of the Promised Messiah (as)

Homework: reading on the life of the Promised Messiah (as).


	Quiz on reading

Brief note on the Promised Messiah (as).  Discuss important dates, events and attributes.

Brief Introduction to Ahmadiyyat.

Assignment: Write down the names of the books that were written by the Promised Messiah (as)

	Day 6: Sep 8
	Day 7: Oct 6
	Day 8: Nov 3
	Day 9: Dec 1
	Day 10

	Collect assignment

List 10 books written by the Promised Messiah (as). 

CATCH UP DAY


	Quiz

The need for Khilafat system after the demise of the Promised Messiah (as).

List the names of all 4 Caliphs.
	Tehrik-e-Jadid and its achievements.  Discuss the importance of monetary contribution.  Relate the concept back to the articles of faith.

Short reading on astronomy and eclipses.
	Heavenly signs!  Discuss the events in detail about the prophecy and its fulfillment.  Show how the eclipses work.

Video on heavenly signs.
	Final Examination.


Level 4: This is a two year course.  

	Day 1: Feb 3
	Day 2: Mar 3
	Day 3: Apr 7
	Day 4: May 5
	Day 5: Jun 2

	Pre-test

Review concepts from Level 1-3.

Review 5 pillars of Islam: Hajj, Allah.


	Quiz on reading

Brief note on the Life of the Holy Prophet (saw): important events/dates/prophecies.

The sahaba (companions) of the Holy Prophet (saw).  Briefly, discuss each one.

Reading: Life of the Holy Prophet (saw)- migration to demise.


	The Islamic period between the Holy Prophet (saw) & the Promised Messiah (as). Use prophecies to prove the coming of the Promised Messiah (as).

Life of the Promised Messiah (as): important dates/events/prophecies.

Companions of the Promised Messiah (as)

Reading: Life of the Promised Messiah (as).
	Quiz on reading

Successors of the Promised Messiah (as).

History of Ahmadiyyat.

The significance of Qadian and Rabwah to the Ahmadiyyat Jamaat.

Reading: History of Ahmadiyyat.

Reading:  Second book of the Promised Messiah.
	Quiz on reading

Fundamentals of popular religions: Islam, Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and others time permitting.

Islam and the different sects.  Briefly, discuss each one.

Reading:  Third book on the Promised Messiah.

	Day 6: Sep 8
	Day 7: Oct 6
	Day 8: Nov 3
	Day 9: Dec 1
	Day 10

	The Islamic Calendar

Review all concepts of salat: timings/prohibitions/behaviour

Translation/Azan etc.

Homework: Review all concepts of Salat.  Memorize the missing information.


	Quiz on Salat concepts.

Discuss Eid prayers in detail.  Significance and other expectations of Eid prayers.


	Quiz on Eid prayers.

Discuss Special prayers:

1. Tahajjud

2. Kusoof 

3. Taraweeh

Homework: Read the first book of the Promised Messiah.  Student’s choice.
	Quiz on the book 1.

Go through the basic message of the book.

Get students to write a response journal.  What they think? 


	Midterm examination-covers material from day 1 - 10

	Day 11
	Day 12
	Day 13
	Day 14
	Day 15

	Outline how to write an essay.  Students are to write an essay about themselves.

Review the method of referencing material.

Reading: Finish essay.
	Personal essay due.

Use one of the Promised Messiah’s (as) books to develop a thesis and 3 arguments and quotations that support their thesis.  Due in class.

Homework:  Rough copy of the essay.  Start reading book 2 of the Promised Messiah.
	Students will exchange essays and will proof read the essay.

Homework:  Final copy of exam including references.  Finish Book 2.
	Essay due.

Make notes as a class on the significant events/features of book 2.

In class reading period: start reading book 3.

Homework: Finish book 3.
	Make notes on book 3.

Start reading book 4, finish for homework.

	Day 16
	Day 17
	Day 18
	Day 19
	Day 20

	Quiz on first 3 books.

Write distinguishing features about book 4.

Start book 5.  Finish for homework.
	Write distinguishing features about book 5.

Using one of the Promised Messiah’s(as) books start to develop a thesis.

Homework: rough draft of essay due.
	Students will proofread each other’s work.

Homework: type good copy of essay with references.
	Essay due.

Review all books.
	Final Examination.


